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Adult Awareness Brigade

Building/Education

July 30th- Aug. 6th (2016)

or

July 30th- Aug. 9th (2016)

Optional after trip to Roatan
  Aug. 9th-11th
INFORMATION PACKAGE
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                                      Trip Leader 
                                               Julia Taylor (705) 741-4569

                                               ebjtaylor@sympatico.ca 

WHO WE ARE

Friends of Honduran Children is a Peterborough based organization established by Dr. Jim McCallum.  His one mission is to improve the quality of life for impoverished Honduran children and their families, to meet their basic needs and to empower them to break the cycle of deprivation and hardship that controls their lives.  

Working with their long-time Honduran partner, Sociedad Amigos de los Ninos, Friends rescues children of Honduras from a life of poverty and neglect.  They are given food, clothing, medical and dental care, a safe place to live, and an education all in a loving secure, environment.

Sociedad Amigos de los Ninos is a private non-profit organization founded in 1966 by Sister Mario Rosa Leggol of the School Sisters of St. Francis.  In 1964 Sister Maria Rosa rescued her first group of children from living in the city jails with their incarcerated parents. This was the beginning of Sociedad Amigos de los Ninos.  She created a safe and special place for orphaned, neglected and abused children of Honduras.  Sister has rescued and educated over 35,000 children who have become productive citizens of Honduras.

Julia Taylor has been a teacher with the Separate School Board for 21 years and is currently a Science teacher at Holy Cross High School.  Julia went to Honduras in April, 2007 as a supervisor with students from Holy Cross School and since that time she has been actively involved with Friends of Honduran Children on their Sponsorship Program and as a Board member. She is running a  second parent-child brigade in March 2016.  The Summer 2016 trip will be her 11th time leading a brigade in Honduras.   Julia is married to Brady and they have two children.     

Proposed Activities for July/Aug. 2016 Brigade
·  4-5  Education Brigades to mountain schools to bring supplies and work with the teachers to develop curriculum resources, bring food to the student’s families,  paint and repair of schools as required and social activities with the children
· Host and run a Professional Development day for the 90 teachers in the surrounding school district (depending on brigader’s specialty areas)
· Construction in a mountain community (project to be determined)
· Tour and small projects at Montana de Luz Aids orphanage
· Tour and activities at Reyes Irene Girl’s School in the capital city Tegucigalpa
· Tour and visit to Pedro Atala Orphanage in Tegucigalpa
· Social activities, a shared meal and activities with the children at Nuevo Paraiso Orphanage
· Soccer tournament with older boys
· Updating photos of children and completing the Canadian Child Sponsorship cards
· Celebrate Mass with the children at Nuevo
· Other activities based on the needs expressed  in Honduras and the expertise and ideas of our group from Canada
· Tour of Nuevo Paraiso village, the schools and clinic
· Day trip to Valley of Angels for souvenir shopping
· Update and rejuvenate the older children’s homes at the Nuevo orphanage

In order to complete the above activities each person in the group is required to raise a minimum of  $750.  The money raised for projects is considered a charitable tax donation for the donors.  The money can be raised through creative fundraising ideas, letters to businesses, unions, professional organizations you may belong to, family and friends (a copy of a letter you can customize is available) or you can pay the amount as your own  personal donation.
Each person is able to bring 2 x 50 lbs hockey bags (which we provide).  Your luggage allowance is used to bring over donations that we collect  over the next 11 months.   Your personal items can be brought in your carry on luggage.
Costs for 2016 Brigade
July 30th- Aug. 6th (7 nights)
$2000 per person
July 30th- Aug.9th(10 nights)
$2300 per person
· 100% tax deductible
· Teachers with the Peterborough Separate School Board can use their $500 PD/Humanitarian fund from OECTA to offset the cost of their trip
· Cheques to be made out to Friends of Honduran Children and given to Julia Taylor
· Non-refundable deposit of $300 is required to hold a spot for you

· Post-dated cheques can be spread out from Nov. 2015- June 2016
· Tax receipts will be issued for any payments made in 2015 and then again at the end of 2016 for the remaining payments.
What does this amount cover?

· Group t-shirts
· Return airfare from Toronto including airport departure taxes in Honduras ($40)
· Group insurance- deluxe medical, trip and cancellation
· All transportation on the ground in Honduras- via truck, bus and/or van (covered in part by fundraising)
· Room and board for the entire time in Honduras- including 3 meals a day, safe drinking water, clothing washed for you, towels and bedding changed every few days
· Churri and Mae- our group co-ordinators with us 24/7 from the moment we arrive until we leave Honduras (covered in part by fundraising)
· Drivers/Interpreters/Police Officer- our additional Honduran staff who along with Churri look after our personal well being  and safety 24/7 from the moment we arrive until we leave (covered  in part by fundraising)
· All tips to cleaning, laundry, cooking staff, security, military, bus driver in Canada, airport baggage attendants in Honduras, Drivers/interpreters,  police and our mountain guide (covered in part by fundraising)
· $235  per person donation to FoHC to cover office staff and expenses associated with the trip- banking fees, wire transfers, tax receipts, time spent in Honduras to go to schools in advance to access their individual needs, office supplies, mailings etc..
· American exchange rate (can vary considerably- currently is 1.37Can to 1.00 US)
What is NOT covered?
· Your transportation to/from Toronto (carpooling is usually organized)
· Souvenirs or restaurants we may eat at (lunch when we first arrive, time in Valley of Angels…)

· Snacks or drinks for the evenings which can be purchased from the local gas station

Optional after trip to Roatan
Aug. 9th- 11th 
These costs will be determined in Jan. when the booking is made.  They depend on the exchange rate and whether you want to have a single room, double or triple
What’s next???
· If you are interested in joining us next summer please consider checking out our website:
www.adultawarenesshonduranbrigade.yolasite.com
www.honduranchildren.com
· If you have any questions or would like to talk more about the trip please contact Julia (705- 741-4569) or (705-772 0957) or ebjtaylor@sympatico.ca
Important Timelines:
· We will fill our spots on a first come first serve basis with your $300 deposit 
· Jan. 2016- (date to be announced) will be our first group meeting to get to know each other and plan out our next steps and group fundraisers
· March/April 2016- our second group meeting to solidify our plans and group fundraisers *** Flights are booked****
· May 2016- Group Fundraiser
· July 2016- packing party for our 40 hockey bags of donations

· July 30th, 2016- on our way to the airport!!

Communication:
· E-mail is the easiest way to stay in touch as a group and get information out to everyone efficiently


Note:  there is a mandatory police check for all new volunteers to be completed and returned before flights are booked















